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Representatives are registered, securities are sold, and investment advisory services offered through CUNA Brokerage 
Services, Inc. (CBSI), member FINRA/SIPC, a registered broker/dealer and investment advisor, 2000 Heritage Way,  
Waverly, Iowa 50677, toll-free 800-369-2862. Nondeposit investment and insurance products are not federally insured, 
involve investment risk, may lose value and are not obligations of or guaranteed by the financial institution. CBSI is under 
contract with the financial institution, through the financial services program, to make securities available to members.
 

Watch for the Card Tricks

Celebrate Credit Union Week 
and Shredding Event

P.O. Box 127 • Chalfont, PA 18914

APR1

Santa’s Coming

	          Location:     MSDFCU Chalfont Office
	  	           335 W. Butler Ave. (Rt. 202)
		            Chalfont, PA 18914
	          
	          Date:           Saturday, December 12
	          
	          Time:           9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Retirement should be an extended dream vacation. We can help you plan now 
for your future dreams. Everyone has varying destinations, different timelines, 
and seeks unique levels of adventure. Our Wealth Management Team can help 
you get to your ideal destination with full sails. Make sure you have these 
supplies on your life voyage:

• Long term care insurance	 • Portfolio management
• Life insurance		  • Wills
• Disability insurance		  • Trusts
• 401(k) plans			   • Heirs
• Pension plans			  • Charity
• IRAs			   • Education funding
• Risk tolerance levels	
 
MEMBERS Financial Services is ready to take you on board to help you as you sail 
towards retirement. Call (215) 996-3777 and schedule a no-cost, no-obligation 
consultation or teleconference today.

Set Sail for Bright 
Horizons

Cash Awards Available

We have cash awards available for 
2010 high school graduates.  

For the 39th consecutive year, 
MSDFCU is offering the Raymond O. 
Hoffman Award to recognize 2010 
graduates who are active in their 
community. The award was created 
in honor of Raymond O. Hoffman, 
founder and first president of Merck 
Sharp & Dohme Federal Credit Union, 
who contributed many hours of 
volunteer service to the credit union’s 
formation and success.

For more information and to apply, 
go to our Web site. The application, 
essay, and endorsement letters 
must be received no later than 
January 22, 2010.

Fwd:Fwd: d00d dey giv
u $$$ 4 doin comm serv
L8RG8R

www.msdfcu.org

Translation: Dude, 
they give you money 
for community
service. Later gator

Bring your camera and your wish list for 
Santa’s annual MSDFCU visit. Enjoy  
snacks and join the fun!

Amount Borrowed Estimated Monthly Payment2

$20,000 $147.80
$30,000 $221.76
$40,000 $295.67
$50,000 $369.59

3.99% 
 

Celebrate Credit Union Week, October 12 -17, 2009  

Every year, the third week in October is set aside to celebrate credit unions all over the world with Thursday being designated International Credit Union Day. As 
a member of the credit union family, you enjoy service, lower fees and better rates than you would normally find at other 
financial institutions. Credit unions across the country can be proud of their “not for profit, not for charity, but for service 
motto” and member-owned cooperative business status.  

During Credit Union Week, MSDFCU will celebrate each new member by putting the first five dollars into the new member’s 
savings account. It’s a great time to tell your family about the Credit Union and have them sign up as members. Plus, every 
member who visits a branch can pick up a 2010 pocket calendar (while supplies last).  It’s our gift to you to say, “Thanks for 
being a member-owner.”

On Thursday, October 15, we’re celebrating International Credit Union Day with a shredding event at the 
Harleysville Branch office from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. We’ll also have refreshments at all the branch offices. Don’t 
forget to tell your colleagues who aren’t members as they’re welcome to stop by as well and use the coin counter for free on 
Thursday only at the Lansdale and Harleysville Branches. (It’s always free for our members.) 

It’s your money, it’s your choice, and it’s your Credit Union. Make the most of your membership and celebrate with us!

Make the Play with 3.99% APR1 HELOC
You’ll score a touchdown with our winning Home Equity Line of Credit rate. Get off the 
sidelines and get in the game with our low FIXED rate of only 3.99%1 until June of 2011, 
on our Home Equity Line of Credit. Whether you need a new game plan for your house, 
are tackling a heating system, or are coaching your college student through new drills, 
huddle up with us and we’ll help you make the play. Contact us today or apply online.  

Still on the bench? Take a look at the playbook:

1Rate effective September 17, 2009 and may be withdrawn without notice. All home equity loans are subject to a $150 application fee. This is a fixed rate until June 30, 2011, thereafter the rate is variable, subject to change quarterly based on 
the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal with a floor of 3.99% and a ceiling of 18.00%. Estimated monthly payment per $1,000 borrowed at 3.99% APR is $7.39. Line based on a maximum loan to value (LTV) of 80%.
2Minimum monthly payment based on 3.99% rate for 15 year repayment period. Monthly payments may increase after June of 2011. 

as 
low as

FAQ: Surcharge-Free ATMS

Q. Is MSDFCU part of any surcharge-free ATM networks?

A. MSDFCU is a part of the Allpoint and CU$ networks. Through these networks, we can offer surcharge-free 
access to ATMs. Members with our Visa® Check Card can use any of these ATMs without being surcharged. In 
addition to the Allpoint and CU$ networks, surcharge-free ATMs are also available at all Sheetz, Wawa®, 7-Eleven®, 
Target, Walgreens and many other locations. To find a location near you, go to www.msdfcu.org. 

Please note, even though the Allpoint and CU$ ATMs may have a sign saying it surcharges, 
MSDFCU members will not be charged.



Credit Card Issuer

Merck Sharp & Dohme 
Federal Credit Union 
Platinum VISA®

Capital One®

Classic Platinum 
MasterCard®

Discover® 
More Card

Chase
Slate VISA® or 
MasterCard®

Citi® Platinum Select® 
MasterCard®

Current Annual 
Percentage Rate 
(non-promotional)

9.90% Fixed 19.80% Variable
Variable rate between 
11.99% and 18.99%, based 
on credit

Variable rate between 
13.24% and 22.24%

Variable rate between 
11.99% and 19.99%

Default Rate None 29.4% Variable Up to 29.99% Variable Up to 29.99% Variable 29.99% Variable

Annual Fee None $39 None None None

Late Payment
$25.00
if payment is received five 
or more days past due date

Balance of:
$0-$499 = $19
$500-$999.99 = $29
$1,000 +=$39

$19 on balances up to 
$250; $39 for balances 
over $250

Balances of:
up to $100 =$15;
$100 up to $250 = $29;
$250 and up = $39

Balances of:
up to $100 =$15;
$100 up to $250 = $29;
$250 and up = $39

Minimum Finance 
Charge

None

For each billing period that 
the account is subject to a 
finance charge, a minimum 
total finance charge of 
$0.50 will be imposed

$0.50 $1.00 $0.50

Balance Transfer Fee None None

3% with a minimum of 
$5 and no maximum with 
application; thereafter 5%, 
with a minimum of $10 and 
no maximum

3% of the amount of each 
transaction, but not less 
than $5.00

3% of the amount of each 
transaction, but not less 
than $5.00

Board of Directors
W. Andrew McPherson, Chairman
Robert Muzslay, First Vice Chairman
Marjorie Reed, Second Vice Chairman
Velma Hendricks, Treasurer
Nancy James, Secretary
Jeffrey James	 William Cook	 Christine Egolf	
Bonnie Folgia	 Jeffrey Friedman	 Carter LeBrocq
Andrew Pinckney	 Joseph Robinson

Director Emeriti
John Becker		 Jack Rubinsohn	 Daniel Whitehead

Supervisory Committee
Jeffrey James, Chairman		 Dale Allen, Jr.
Thomas Eisenberger		  Michael Gordon
John Waddington

CEO 
David Whitehead

	
Rates of Interest
All rates effective as of 9/17/09 and subject to change without notice.
Call (215) 996-3700 for the current rates.  
Loans (Annual Percentage Rates)
New & Used Auto (up to 5 years) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.99%1

New Auto (up to 6 years) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	4.99%1

New Auto (up to 7 years) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 5.99%1

Easy-Access Personal Line of Credit . .  .	Prime Rate + 3.99%2

Premier Loan - Unsecured . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	8.99%1

Share Secured Loan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	5.75%1

Other Secured Loan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	8.25%1

Visa® Platinum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.90%
MasterCard® Gold Rewards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.50%
Federal Stafford and PLUS Loans are also available.
1 Rate is based on automatic repayment. Otherwise loan rate is 0.25% higher.
2 Floor of 7.99%

Home Equity Loans (Annual Percentage Rates)
Fixed Rate Term   Up to 80% LTV3 

5-Year1  	       4.99%	
7-Year1         	       5.99%          	
10-Year1      	       6.49%           	
15-Year1        	       6.74%           
20-Year1         	       6.74%           	
3 Rate is based on loan to value ratio of your home.

Home Equity Line of Credit . . . . . . . .3.99%4

4 Annual Percentage Rate (APR) effective 4/23/09. This is a fixed rate until 
June 30, 2011, thereafter the rate is variable, subject to change quarterly based 
on the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal with a floor of 3.99% 
and a ceiling of 18.00%.  Estimated monthly payment per $1,000 borrowed 
at 3.99% APR is $7.39. 

All home equity applications are subject to a $150 
non-refundable application fee. Call or visit a branch for details.

Savings (Annual Percentage Yields)
Share Savings . . . . . . . .	0.50% 
IRA Savings . . . . . . . . . 	1.00%

Money Market (Annual Percentage Yields)
$2,500 min. . . . . . 0.75% 
$20,000 min . . . . 1.00%
$80,000 min . . . . 1.25%

Certificates (Annual Percentage Yields)
3-month. . . . . . 1.00%	 6-month . . . . . .	1.25%
12-month . . . . 1.50%	 18-month. . . . .1.75%	 
24-month . . . . 2.00%	 36-month . . . . 2.50% 	
60-month . . . . 3.00% 
Min. balance for terms under 12-months is $500; 12-months or more, $1,000
Jumbo, IRA certificates, and other terms available

ABA Routing Number: 231386645

Financial Report
(As of August 31, 2009)
Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	$393,782,610
Shares . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	$338,827,179 
Loans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	$222,471,245 
Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	25,813

Hours and Locations

Chalfont, Lansdale and Harleysville
Mon., Wed., Thurs. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Tues. 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Chalfont
P.O. Box 127 

335 W. Butler Ave.
Chalfont, PA 18914

Lansdale
333 S. Broad St. 

Lansdale, PA 19446

Harleysville
665 Main St.

Harleysville, PA 19438 

The following offices require Merck ID: 

Blue Bell
Unisys Bldg. C, 785 Jolly Rd. 

Blue Bell, PA 19422
Mon. 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

If Monday is a holiday, the branch will be 
open the following day (Tuesday).

Broad Street West
Box 4, WP97A-121, West Point, PA 19486

Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Tues. 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Upper Gwynedd
351 N. Sumneytown Pike

P.O. Box 1000, UG2-CU 
North Wales, PA 19454

Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Tues. 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

West Point
Box 4, WP53F-102, West Point, PA 19486

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

Tues. 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Contact Information

Call Center: (215) 996-3700 or 
1-800-86-MSDCU (67328)

CUTIPS (24-Hour Audio Response): 
1-800-4-CUTIPS (288477)

Web site: www.msdfcu.org 
E-mail: info@msdfcu.org

Holiday Closings

Columbus Day- Monday, October 12
Veterans’ Day - Wednesday, November 11

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 26
Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24

Christmas Day - Friday, December 25

The Prescription is a quarterly publication of 
Merck Sharp & Dohme Federal Credit Union.

Dave’s Desk
Protecting Your Assets

Positive economic news is being reported by the news media – factory 
orders up, consumer confidence grows, and housing starts increase. 
While it is comforting the economy is beginning to show signs of a 
recovery, we all must remain cautious and diligent in protecting our 
assets from fraud and scams that still prevail in these difficult times. 

And with the upcoming holiday season fast approaching, please be on guard for 
scams and attempts to take your hard-earned money. While it should be a time of 
promoting goodwill toward others and helping those in need, for some, it is the 

perfect time to take advantage of people when their defenses may be down. 

It is important to educate yourself on the methods and tricks a scam artist will use to defend yourself against 
fraud. A great source of information is the Federal Trade Commission’s web site (www.ftc.gov) which is filled 
with valuable information on consumer protection topics including the top scams. On their home page under 
Quick Finder, select Money Matters to review the latest scams and learn how to protect yourself, file a complaint or 
watch a video about fraud. The FTC site also provides a one-stop resource on protecting yourself against 
identity theft.

We will continue to employ state-of-the-art technology to protect your Credit Union account and provide timely 
information on the latest scams. Let’s make this a team effort by taking a few minutes to educate ourselves and enjoy 
the road to economic recovery. 

Federally insured by NCUA

Why Risk Your Money?
Safeguard Your Federal Benefit Payments – Use Direct Deposit

Source: U.S. Department of the Treasury, Financial Management Service

Are you concerned about the safety of your monthly federal benefit check? If so, you’re not alone. 
According to new research from the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Financial Management  

Service, concerns about financial crimes are growing, with 17 percent of Americans saying they have 
been a victim of identity theft – up 6 percent since 2005. 

MSDFCU is joining the Treasury’s Go Direct® campaign to encourage people who 
get federal benefit payments checks to switch to a safer, easier payment option – 
direct deposit. With this one simple step, you can safeguard your money from 
financial crimes like identity theft and check fraud. With direct deposit, your money 
goes straight into your checking or savings account on payment day each month. 
There’s no need to wait for the mail or to run an errand to cash or deposit a 
check – your money is on time, every time.

In 2008, more than 485,000 Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
checks were reported lost or stolen and had to be reissued – don’t let yours be next. 

It only takes five minutes to make the switch to direct deposit. To sign up, call Treasury’s Go Direct® campaign 
toll-free helpline at (800) 333-1795, go online to www.GoDirect.org, or stop in and speak to a Merck Sharp 
and Dohme Federal Credit Union representative. The facts are clear. By switching from paper checks to direct 
deposit, you are choosing a safer, easier way to get your money. Protect your money and your peace of mind. 
Sign up today!

Watch for the Card Tricks
New Regulations to Help Consumers May 
Have Opposite Results

Have you noticed a slow down on all 
those credit card offers recently? The 
reason may be the new Federal 
regulations taking effect this year and 
throughout 2010. Known as the CARD 
Act, the regulation was meant to help 
consumers understand the cost of credit 
and help them with their budgeting. In many 
cases, it’s actually hurting budgets as credit card 
companies scramble to comply with the changes 
and adjust their rates and fees to cover lost sources 
of revenue.

Even if you have stellar credit, you may want to keep an eye 
on your interest rate and fees on any credit card you carry. 
Many rates are now well over 25% APR – even for the best credit 
score consumers. If you are tempted by balance transfer promotions, 
be cautious there as well. Balance transfer fee percentages are 
increasing or are no longer capped at a maximum charge. Several card 
companies are now charging annual fees too. All this means you’ll pay 
more for the same credit you had established if you carry a revolving 
balance. 

Compare for yourself and make sure you’re getting the best deal 
without any tricks. If you’re not sure, bring your credit card information 
to MSDFCU and let us explain the terms and fees other companies are 
charging you.  

**A Finance Charge will be imposed on Credit Purchases only if you elect not to pay the entire New Balance shown on your monthly statement for the previous billing cycle within 25 days from the closing date of that statement. If 
you elect not to pay the entire New Balance shown on your previous monthly statement within that 25-day period, a Finance charge will be imposed on the unpaid average daily balance of such Credit Purchases from the previous 
statement closing date and on new Credit Purchases from the date of posting to your account during the current billing cycle, and will continue to accrue until the closing date of the billing cycle preceding the date on which the 
entire New Balance is paid in full or until the date of payment, if more than 25 days from the closing date.  

The Finance Charge for a billing cycle is computed by applying the monthly Periodic Rate to the average daily balance of Credit Purchases, which is determined by dividing the sum of the daily balances during the billing cycle by 
the number of days in the cycle. Each daily balance of Credit Purchases is determined by adding to the outstanding unpaid balance of Credit Purchases at the beginning of the billing cycle any new Credit Purchases posted to your 
account and subtracting any payments as received and credits as posted to your account, but excluding any unpaid Finance Charges. A Finance Charge will be assessed on Cash Advances from the date of the cash advance, or the 
first day of the billing cycle in which the cash advance is posted, whichever is later, and will continue to accrue until payment in full is made. Balance Transfers will appear as a Cash Advance on your monthly statement.

Information in this chart compiled as of September 15, 2009 and is subject to change as found on financial institutions’ Web sites. Additional terms and conditions may apply.


